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Animator, Modeler, Teacher

14 years experience on projects for television and interactive media

8 years experience giving LightWave tuition and Demo Work

Background

From 1997 to the present day I have run Imaginetix Ltd, a business in the United Kingdom which has dealt with a very wide range of contracts, of varying size and scope.  I have developed close relationships with many different companies, from small interactive media houses through to on-air graphics for major television stations in the UK.  In the last year, I have co-founded Shaxam to accommodate my shifting focus onto interactive and realtime projects.  Imaginetix continues to produce high-quality rendered effects and animation footage for many clients.


Client Highlights

Microsoft –  Spearheaded the 3D solution to their co-operative “Turning the Pages” project with the British Library.   Co-created a realtime visualization tool for MRI and CT data, codenamed “Enquire Within”. Designed and supervised the creation of a LightWave to Windows Presentation Foundation format (XAML) conversion tool, "Shaxam". 

Rutherford-Appleton Laboratories – Visualisation of the ISIS proton accelerator and Vulcan petawatt laser.

The Mail on Sunday – Supervised and created many animations for various cover-mount DVD interactive titles. 

BBC Television – CG microscope work and stylised maps for the "Mischief" series' production, "A Dirty Weekend in Hospital".

British Sky Broadcast (Sky Active) – This relationship started in 1999 and continued fruitfully to 2003.  As their first in-house 3D artist, my duties were highly varied and I was heavily involved with shaping their 3D animation team.

British Library  and Wellcome Trust (Turning the Pages) – Re-creation of ancient books to the highest possible detail – primarily for use on 40" touch-screens in the Libraries, also distributed on CD-ROM and via the Internet at http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/ttp/ttpbooks.html

The Partners – 3D visualization for branding design work, including telecommunications and automotive clients.  The Partners is the UKs leading creative branding consultancy

Ford Motor Company – Creation of large urban sci-fi environments and photorealistic Ford Focus model for electronic press kit use.

Teaching and Public Speaking

I teach and demonstrate LightWave 3D at all levels from beginner through to advanced, covering such areas as effects, compositing and photorealism.   

I have taught small tuition groups in London for the last eight years, both through various training agencies, and on a direct-contact basis.  I have also taught and presented at academic institutions.  Full details are available on request.

I am a demo artist both for NewTek, showing their LightWave 3D animation package and for Microsoft, demonstrating realtime 3D solutions.  I regularly present and speak at industry events in the UK.


Personal Skills

I am a highly adept 3D Animator, whose broad range of experiences have made the term “Generalist” appropriate.   From low-detail polygonal meshes for games, with tight textural constraints up to super-high-definition Subpatch humans and creatures scuplted in tools like Z-Brush, I have built examples of most real-world objects and hundreds of science-fiction and fantasy ones.  

I specialise in LightWave 3D, and have been using that package since 1993, and am an active participant in the Beta program for upcoming versions.  I supplument this in-depth knowledge with as-required solution sourcing in other toolsets when necessary.

I am experienced in compositing with several current packages, for effects from illustrative scientific visualization to the most exacting standard through to live-action effects generation.   I am well-versed in digital pyrotechnics and blending rendered or keyed elements with many forms of footage.

I enjoy public speaking, both in a formal setting as well as in more free-form usergroup settings.  I have a cheerful, friendly demeanour.  I am enthusiastic about new technologies and the abilities they bring creatives and enjoy explaining and demonstrating their uses.  

I am able to blend a problem-solving, inquisitive approach to projects with artistic flair, whilst never loosing sight of either the deadline or the budget.   I can communicate well in a team-lead role, whilst retaining my ability to integrate with existing teams, following direction or offering ideas an insights as is appropriate to the task.


For More Information

Further details and showreels are available at 

http://www.imaginetix.co.uk

My profile with NewTek can be viewed at:

http://www.newtek-europe.com/uk/community/lightwave/hennessy/1.html

Due to the broad scope of this document, references will be provided on request so you can hear from appropriate clients on the topics which interest you.

